
“YOU NEVER KNOW HOW YOU CAN CHANGE SOMEONE’S LIFE.”

One of the most interesting success stories came from the evening’s
guest speaker, ILC graduate Alana Lowe, a first-year journalism student
at Humber College. When she was 11, her mother, who worked in 
the health-care industry, was laid off and she moved to Florida. Alana
eventually joined her mother in Atlanta and completed Grade 9, but
felt she didn’t fit in with her American peers. She moved back to
Toronto to live with her father and found the transition to living with
him difficult. As a result, her grades began to drop. When Alana was
16, she met a young man and fell “in love.” She eventually moved 
in with him and stopped attending class. But her boyfriend became
physically and verbally abusive and within two weeks Alana left him.
She didn’t return to school either, although she needed only six credits
to graduate. 

About that time, Alana learned about the ILC through an acquain-
tance. When she finally enrolled in her first course, English, she
earned a mark of 87%. “It boosted my self-esteem and got me
thinking, ’Hey, I can write. Maybe I can pursue my dream of being
a journalist.’”  

To help turn her dream into reality Alana took further ILC courses
and became involved with a number of social service agencies that
help youth. She was hired as a Peer Workshop Facilitator with the
Violence Intervention Project offered through East Metro Youth
Services. The project trained youth in conflict resolution, anger
management, and diversity, so that they could take their expertise
on how to deal with such issues back to their own communities.
She also took part in a journalism program through a youth organ-
ization called Leave Out ViolencE (LOVE), “I discovered that I could
unleash my anger through words. I was amazed to see that my
words could make a difference in the lives of others.” Later, on her
own initiative, she recruited volunteers to help start a summer day
camp for low-income kids in west-end Toronto. 

Even though she was always working or volunteering, Alana was
able to study on her own schedule – on the subway or when she
had time at home. She received excellent grades on her ILC courses,
and with those marks, Alana was accepted into the Journalism
program at Humber College and received the prestigious Harry
Jerome scholarship, awarded by the Black Business and
Professional Association for high academic achievement 

and recognized contribution to the Black community. She is enrolled 
at Humber full-time, but Alana continues to be actively involved with
organizations such as the For Youth Initiative and the Metropolitan
Action Committee on Violence Against Women and Children. 

As Alana closed her speech, her enthusiasm spread throughout the
crowd that rose in applause. It was clearly a special night for everyone,
but it was perhaps most moving for Alana’s mother who flew in from
Georgia to help recognize and celebrate her daughter’s tremendous
accomplishments. 

Alana’s struggles during her teen years and the eventual turnaround
she made, in part thanks to the ILC, helped Alana recognize one 
very important truth, which she shared with her fellow graduates. 
“We each make our contribution in different ways. You never know
how you can change someone’s life.” 

“I FEEL THAT I ACCOMPLISHED SOMETHING.”

“The ILC gave me an opportunity that no one else would,” states
Sarah Powney. The 19-year-old found herself in a dilemma after she
had to leave high school when her grandfather passed away. She was
missing just two credits for her diploma. She inquired at various schools
but they all required full-time attendance. With the ILC, she was able
to complete the two credits she needed by studying at home. “The
staff understood my needs and problems. I feel that I accomplished
something,” says Sarah, who now attends Fleming College in Cobourg.

Many found a sense of accomplishment in earning a diploma. For
Mississauga resident and ILC graduate Melissa Guyadeen, 28, doors
have already opened with a recent promotion at the hotel where she
works. A native of Trinidad, Melissa first enrolled with the ILC in 1994
and passed two courses, but then found herself caught up in earning
money and forgot about taking courses until six years later when she
was married and had a daughter. “I wanted to be able to show her
later in life that I had persisted and received an OSSD,” explains 

MAKING DREAMS COME TRUE!
TVONTARIO’S INDEPENDENT LEARNING CENTRE CELEBRATES 

THE ACHIEVEMENTS OF ITS HIGH SCHOOL GRADUATES
BY MARAL MACLAGAN

The ILC’s graduating class
of 2004 gathered for a 
special ceremony at the
Capitol Theatre in Toronto
on October 21 to celebrate
the one thing they now all
have in common – a high
school diploma. This year’s
graduates ranged in age
from 16 to 66 and came
from all corners of the
province. They include
career changers, single 
parents, retirees, and new
Canadians. The majority
completed the ILC’s Ministry
of Education credit courses
by correspondence to earn

their diplomas, while others successfully passed the General Educational
Development (GED) tests to earn an Ontario High School Equivalency
Certificate. And for the first time this year, students who completed 
the ESL program through the ILC were also recognized. 

Many had dropped out of high school. The reasons why are varied.
Some did not have the motivation when they were younger; others
needed to work to support their families. For the grads of 2004, like
the thousands the ILC has helped over its 80-year history, receiving 
a diploma marked a turning point, the realization of a long-
desired goal, or simply, a dream come true. 

The ceremony was a chance for all the graduates to find 
out what it’s like to don a gown and walk across the stage, 
to celebrate and to share their success with family and friends. 

Sarah Irwin, Managing Director of the ILC, proudly recounted
some student success stories as she addressed the graduates. 
“I applaud your individual accomplishments and encourage you
to see your diploma as the stepping stone to a wider world of
opportunities now available to you.”

Isabel Bassett, TVOntario’s Chair and CEO, also honoured 
the graduates and reaffirmed the organization’s commitment 
to education. “The ILC fills very real gaps in the education 
system, and as part of TVOntario, with our broad access to 

integrated technologies and media, we are stronger and more relevant
than ever,” she said. “We will continue to play our part in empowering
people so they can achieve their goals.” 

Whether in Kanata or Corunna, Foleyet or Wolfe Island, the flexible
nature of ILC courses is critical to helping students achieve their goals.
ILC students do not attend classes but study whenever and wherever
they wish with paper-based courses. They work at their own pace and
have up to a year to complete a course. Assignments are sent in for
marking by mail or e-mail. Extensive student resources online and by
telephone provide prompt and targeted assistance. 
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ALANA LOWE ADDRESSES FELLOW GRADUATES 
AT THE CEREMONY

TVONTARIO CHAIR AND CEO ISABEL BASSETT

ALANA LOWE AND SARAH IRWIN, MANAGING DIRECTOR OF THE ILC
PERSISTENCE PAID OFF FOR MELISSA GUYADEEN, ON STAGE WITH TVONTARIO CHAIR 

AND CEO ISABEL BASSETT AND ILC PRINCIPAL GREG COUTTS
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