
In This Issue:

Summer Study
� ��� ��� 

ILC Graduation 2010
� ��� ��� 

ILC Graduate Profi le
� ��� ��� 

Hot Topics

Hot Topics:

Join us online for conversation, interesting
stories and up to date information.

“Like” the ILC today!  

Introducing the e-Guide:

The ILC High School Course e-Guide
is available online: fi nd it at ilc.org.

The latest course information is only
a click away.

Noteworthy news from the ILC Volume 2, Issue 1, June 2010

Independent Learning Centre – The ILC Notebook Page 1 of 3

������������������������������������������
��������������������������������������������������
��������������������������������������������������
��������������������������������������������������
��������������������������������������������������
��������������������������������������������������
��������

Independent Learning Centre

����������������

Noteworthy news from the ILC
How to Plan for a Fun Summer
While Earning a High School Credit
at the Same Time 
As an ILC distance education student you know how 
fl exible studying in today’s digital world can be. And 
as summer approaches it’s nice to know that working
on a credit course doesn’t exclude you from enjoying the 
nice weather and/or planning a getaway with family
and friends. Your ILC studies are more accessible than 
ever before: “summer school” has a new attitude! 

Here are some tips for combining ILC study with the 
summer months: 

• Plan ahead. If you’re going to be out of town for 
 a long weekend but you don’t want to fall behind in 
 your homework, read through the unit you’re work
 ing on and get an idea of what will be required of 
 you. For example if you’re camping and won’t have 
 access to the Internet, remember to do the online 
 portion of your course before hitting the road. And don’t forget to toss your unit 
 booklet into your bag and either your laptop or a pad of paper to make notes on 
 as you read. 

• Set deadlines. If you’re planning your summer in terms of family trips, cottage visits, 
 family reunions etc, make a plan for your credit course too. Set deadlines for yourself 
 that complement your summer-fun schedule. This will help to maximize both your 
 summer enjoyment and your homework completion. 

• Reward yourself. This is one we hear from our students all the time. “I tell myself 
 that I just have to fi nish typing up my Key Questions for Lessons 4 and 5, and then 
 I can go outside to water the fl owers”. Gardening isn’t for everyone, but you get the 
 idea. A favourite technique is also chocolate – if you have a sweet tooth, reward 
 yourself with your favourite treat after you submit a unit of work on the e-Journal.

ILC Graduation 2010 
ILC hosts a graduation ceremony annually in the Fall. This is a special event, headlined by
the Ontario Minister of Education, who personally congratulates each ILC graduate as they
walk across the stage in their graduation gown. With a professional photographer, a re-
ception following the ceremony, and reserved seats for your family/friends, it’s an event 
not to be missed. Graduates who attended the 2009 ceremony were asked if they would 
recommend it as something all graduating ILC students should attend, and the answers 
were all the same: “Yes!”

The annual graduation is also an opportunity for ILC to acknowledge outstanding student 
achievement. ILC bestows the following three awards: the Ethel Anderson Award for the 



Now Available:

Missed an issue of The ILC Notebook? 
Find archived newsletters at ilc.org >

About ILC > Publications

New Course Releases:

SCH3UB
Grade 11 Chemistry

University Preparation

SCH4UB
Grade 12 Chemistry

University Preparation

EBT4OB
Grade 12 Business and

Technological Communications Open

ENG4CB
Grade 12 English

College Preparation

New Test Prep Videos:

MFM2P-B and MPM2D-B
now each have a test preparation video 

entitled “Preparing for Final Test Success”. 
The videos can be found in My ILC, 

along with the Practice Tests and solutions 
that match each course.

Coming Soon!

An upgrade to My ILC (your private 
log-in section of ilc.org) featuring exciting 

changes such as a ‘my courses hub’ 
and a private message centre.

Independent Learning Centre – The ILC Notebook Page 2 of 3

highest grade achieved in a Grade 12 Humanities course, the Fred Chambers Award for
the highest grade achieved in a Grade 12 Mathematics course, and the Robert Hogan 
Award for adult learners that have overcome challenges to earn a high school diploma. As 
well, each year our graduating class is represented by a student speaker, who shares his 
or her ILC experience and impact with everyone present. 

If you are nearing the completion of your OSSD, please keep the following in mind:

• In order to be eligible for the 2010 graduation, diploma requirements must be 
 complete by August 31st.

• What are the diploma requirements? To be a recipient of the OSSD you must 
 have earned 30 credits. For more information, go to What You Need.

• To earn your diploma from ILC, you must have completed the diploma 
 assessment process. See Reminders on page 3 in the side bar. 

For more information visit the ILC Graduation Facebook Group:

ILC Graduate Profi le 
Yvette Sturge is a single parent from Oshawa Ontario. She used to work as a Human Resources
Manager in the automotive industry, and spent her days counselling employees to com-
plete their education and to reach for their goals. But Yvette had an ironic secret: Yvette 
had never earned her high school diploma. 

Between work and family obligations, and trying to make ends meet, Yvette let her
education fall to the bottom of her priority list. “For years I was on my own fi ghting to survive
so education was not top of my list. I was a single parent, work kept me very busy and 
that took precedence over everything else.” 

But then things changed. Yvette was laid-off and she was faced with trying to fi nd work 
without a high school diploma. Yvette knew that the time had come to re-examine her 
options and to fi nally set fi rm goals for herself. She wanted to stay in her chosen fi eld, 
but that would require getting the credentials that employers demanded. The fi rst step 

Some ILC graduates and GED Awards recipients, class of 2009.
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http://www.ilc.org/school/course_details.php?cId=32187
http://www.ilc.org/school/courses/dip_reqs_need.php
http://www.facebook.com/group.php?gid=112108628832841&ref=ts


Reminders:

Don’t forget to give us your feedback
on your ILC course! Your ILC Course

Evaluation form is sent to you in the same 
envelope as your fi nal test notifi cation 

document. Please fi ll out the Evaluation 
and share your experience with us.

Let us know what you liked and what
you didn’t like. 

Have you requested your diploma
assessment? Any ILC student that has
completed one ILC course and who is 

working toward their high school diploma, 
should request a diploma assessment 
right away. This assessment tells you 
(and ILC) how many credits you need 
for your diploma. You must send a 

written request and an offi cial original 
Ontario Student Transcript.

Please speak to an ILC Learner
Advisor for more details:

416.484.2704 or 1.800.387.5512. 

ILC Poll:

The ILC Notebook is written for 
ILC students. What would you like to read 
about in your newsletter? Please click on 

this link to answer our poll of the day.

ILC Poll

Quick Links:

Contact Us
Forms

Diploma Requirements
Course Descriptions

Facebook
ILC Notebook Past Issues
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along this path was to earn her high school diploma. Yvette knew about ILC’s distance 
education model and decided to enrol. “Doing my courses through distance education 
was ideal as it allowed me an open schedule to take care of other obligations.” Without 
classes to attend Yvette was able to study when and where she wanted or could, year-
round, and at her own pace. As an adult learner Yvette found herself more motivated and 
engaged than ever before. “I found school much more interesting and more relative to 
the outside world than I did when I went to school in the past.”

After completing 5 courses with ILC, Yvette earned her Ontario Secondary School Diploma 
and attended the ILC graduation ceremony in November. It was the beginning, but not 
the end. The second step along Yvette’s path was college, and in 2009 Yvette graduated 
from the Human Resource Graduate program at Durham College and was named to the 
President’s Honour Roll. Yvette’s confi dence felt a boost for the upcoming job search: 

“I can proudly put my education credentials on my resume.” 

Within three months of graduating Yvette was offered and accepted a new job, and recently
informed us that she has accepted a new position this time closer to home, for a nation-
wide company, as a Human Resources Coordinator. And never one to stop achieving, Yvette
has also just written the CHRP exam to earn the Certifi ed Human Resources Professional 
designation: she is awaiting the results. Yvette’s path wasn’t always obvious or smooth, 
and she struggled with obstacles along the way. Perhaps though, they made her resolve 
stronger. Today, Yvette reports that education has changed her life and she offers these 
words to current ILC students: “You cannot give up on your dreams and goals. You are in
charge of your destiny and everyone hits hard times. We need to stop making excuses and
just realize how much we enrich our lives and those around us by reaching for our goals. 
Anything is possible if you try – and if you reach a road block… look for a bypass.”

Managing Director of ILC Sarah Irwin, ILC Graduate Yvette Sturge, then Minister
of Education Honourable Kathleen Wynne, and ILC Principal Gerry Pigat.
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