Independent Learning| Centre

Noteworthy news from the ILC

Welcomel!

Welcome to the first edition of THE ILC NOTEBOOK, the enewsletter from the team at the
Independent Learning Centre. Written specifically for ILC students, THE ILC NOTEBOOK wvill
bring you interesting stories, profiles, studying tips and more.

As always we are interested in hearing from you! Let us know what is on your mind, or
perhaps ideas for future articles for THE ILC NOTEBOOK. It's easy! Just drop us a quick email
at ilcteam@tvo.org.

Sarah Irwin,
Managing Director

ILC Graduation Ceremony
November 21, 2009

The ILC holds a Graduation Ceremony each year for students
who earn their high school diplomas. Friends and family
are invited to this special event to honour the graduates.

This year's Graduation Ceremony will take place on Satur-
day November 21. We are pleased to announce that the
Honourable Kathleen Wynne, Minister of Education will be
attending to address and congratulate the graduates.

Once graduates receive their diplomas, it's time to cel-
ebrate! Together with their families, graduates can meet
other ILC grads, ILC teachers & staff. We also provide
gowns and caps, and arrange for a professional photographer, refreshments and more!

Congratulations on your determination and success so far. Keep up the good work and
get that diplomal! It can open doors to a better job, college or university, and give you the
sense of pride you deserve.

Need to learn more about the requirements for graduation? Details are available on the
ILC web site.

ILC Graduation Profile

Meet Jacqueline Montmarquette
The speaker at the 2008 ILC Graduation

For 26 years Jacqueline managed without her Ontario High School Diploma (OSSD). She
always had a job and was able to provide for her family. In 2006, Jacqueline realized that
in order to pursue her dream, she needed her OSSD. With her busy lifestyle, Jacqueline
knew that she had to find a flexible model like the one offered by the ILC.

When [ first started taking courses, | was a little nervous. It had been along time | had done
school work, but | kept on thinking about my grade 12 diploma and what doors could
be open by having it.”
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The subway became her classroom, she reviewed
lessons on her lunch and after along day of work
and caring for her mother and son; Jacqueline
would work on her assignments. At times it felt
that it was almost impossible to juggle her home
life, schooland work. It was the positive feedback
that she received from the ILC certified teachers
that kept her going. “l was told that | was doing
a good job and the marks were pretty good also.”

4

Afterayearandahalf of hard work and late nights,
Jacqueline wrote her last exam. “Four days later |
receivedacallfromAnna, oneoftheteachers, she
called to tell me that | had passed. Those words
were like winning the lottery.”

Earning her diploma has helped Jacqueline move
forward in her career. She is getting ready to
continue her studies in Property Management
and hopes to one day own her own company.

Each year the ILC invites one graduating student to speak at the Graduation Cere-
mony. “Listening to the student speaker is the one of the highlights of the event”,
says Sarah Irwin, ILC's Managing Director, “it is so inspiring to hear their story”.

If you are a graduating student and you are interested in speaking at this year’s
graduation ceremony, drop us an email at ilcteam@tvo.org and we can give you
more details!

How to stay on course and enjoy your summer too!

Withthe flexibility and portability of your ILC courses, summer canbe agreattime to getahead
in your studies. Imagine earning high school credits toward your diploma while swinging
in @ hammock, or catching some sun on the patio!

Here are some summer study tips from the ILC to help you stay on course and reach your
target, while still enjoying your summer:

Motivation and Goal Setting:

e Write your goals down.

e Share your goals with someone who
can help you remain accountable and
can help keep you motivated.

Study Habits:

e Study when you are rested, alert and
have planned for it.

e Plan for short breaks after 30-60 minutes
of studying.

e Use a highlighter. Highlighted passages
are more easily remembered, and can
be found quickly when reviewing.

Time Management:

e Make a schedule but be prepared to
change it.

e Make up a “to-do” list for tomorrow
and set priorities.

e Reward yourself for completing items
on your “to-do” list.

e Carry forward uncompleted tasks.

Study Space:

e Try and study in a place with few distractions.

e Reading can be done almost anywhere.

e Always make sure you have all your tools
with you (books, pens, highlighters).
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Re-launch of ILC.org:

Introducing the new ILC.org re-launched
with an exciting new layout.

Visit us online and check out the
improved visual design, structure and
streamlined navigation!

Awards Nominations:

The ILC is honoured to present special
academic achievement awards during the
Annual Graduation Ceremony.

The Robert Hogan Award:

This year, a new award is to be
presented in recognition of a student
who has overcome significant adversity
to achieve their success.

The Robert Hogan Award is named in
honour of a former ILC adult learner.

To be considered for the Robert Hogan
Award you must be eligible to graduate in
2009, and submit a short essay telling the

Selection Committee how the ILC has made
a difference in your life and what adversity
you had to overcome to complete your
studies and graduate.

To be considered, nominations
must be forwarded to the ILC team by
July 31, 2009.
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